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These extracts are taken from the service record of Second Lieutenant Siegfried
Sassoon who served in the British army during World War One.

Siegfried Sassoon was a published poet when he joined the army in 1914. A
respected officer, he was awarded the Military Cross in 1916 and served in France
and Palestine.

Sassoon was invalided out of the war on a number of occasions. During one of his
recovery periods back at home, he made contact with a group of pacifists which
fuelled his growing disillusionment with the war.

In July 1917, Sassoon wrote a letter expressing his anti-war sentiments which was
published in The Times and read in the House of Commons, a copy of which is
included in this selection.

This was a difficult event for military authorities - a respected, decorated, published
Officer speaking out publicly against the war - a political nightmare. Sassoon was in
danger of being court-martialed, but thanks to an appeal by his friend and fellow
poet, Robert Graves, it was accepted that Sassoon’s outburst could be blamed on
‘war neurosis’ and required treatment rather than punishment. He was transferred to
Craiglockhart hospital in Edinburgh, where he met the poet Wilfred Owen and
developed a close friendship.

Both Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon are widely considered to have had
relationships with men, although there is no evidence to suggest they were
romantically involved with each other. Both Owen and Sassoon produced some of
their most famous works while at Craiglockhart together before Owen was killed in
action on 4 November 1918 while Sassoon was in England, permanently invalided
out of service.

One of Sassoon’s poems included in his service record is also selected here.
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Mr S. Sullivan, Birmingham, forwards a document which he
gsays he found open on the luggage rack of a railway carriage
compartment when travelling between Birmingham and Preston.

The document,dated July 1917, purports to be a"statement

made by 2nd Lieutenant Siegfried Sassoon, 3rd Bgttalion Royal
Welsh Fusiliers " regarding what he terms the deliberate pro-
longation of the War by those having power to end it.

n "/3 a Medical Board on 26/11/17 found this Officer fit for
General Service after service in France - neurasthenia and gun shot

wound .
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by

Se¢. Lt., Slegfried Sassoon,

3rd Batt: Royal Welsh Fusgiliers,

July, 1917,

&

I am making thie statement as'an act of wilful defiance of

'military authority because T
rrolonged by those who have %

bellevle that the war is being delibverately
he power to end it: I am g soldier, con-

vinced that I am aeting on behalf of soldiers. I believe that the war

upon whiech I entered as 3 war of dgpfence and liheration has now become
a war of agression and conquest.

I and my fallow soldiers entersd
r—— STedTYY .gt&ﬂ‘aﬁ‘Fq Hgve made 14
this been done the ob

negotigqtion.

T have
can no lohger be
believe to be evi

the fighting men

On béha
agains* the decep
1t may help to de

belleve that the purposes for which

‘ fiﬁggiwanﬂh@ﬁidﬂhﬁVﬁF%EFﬂfBU
_ ‘ posslble to change them and that had
Jects whieh aktugted us would now be attainable by

gesn and endured the sufferings of thae troops and I

a party to prolomp

these sufferings for ends which I

1 and unjust. I am not protesting agaifist the conduct
of the war, but against the politieg

are being sacrifide

o L
1f of those who are
tion whieh ig being
gtroy %‘he callous o

1 errors and insincerities for which
A, ) &

suffering now, I make this protest
Prractised upon them; also I believe
omplacency with whieh the majority

Of those at home regard the continvange of agoni?s whieh they de npt

shgre.and whigh the

B ————————————————eeeee e

¥ have not enough

ﬁimaginaﬁien to realiise.
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(:,,, — W 20th. July, 1918,

Dear Sir,

Attention has been drawn to some verses
on p. 394 of your issue of the 13th, July, 1918, signed
by Siegfried Sassoon, Presumably, therefore, the
author is Captain §. I. 3assoon, M.C., of the drd,
Bn. Royal Welsh Fusiliers.

This Officer in July 1917, was reported
by 2 medical board to be suffering from g nervous
breakdown snd not responsible for his actions, bpug
at the end of November, 1917, he was found to have
reco§vered and to bhe fit for General Service,

He is now serving in France,

Your Reviewer on P. 400 of the same
issue recognises clearly what wss the state of Mr.
Saseoon's mind when he wrote "Counter-etteek and
Other Poems”, but if Capt. Sassoon weFe now writing
verse such as that printed on p,. 394, it would appear
that his ming is 8till chaos, and that he is not fit
to be trusted with mens' lives. I should therefore
be greteful irf Jou would let me know when Jou received
his verses "j stood with the dead”. It may be, of
course, that they have been in your poesession some
months, The information, which is desired solely
in the publie interest, will of course be treeted ss
confidential,

Yours Taithfully,
Gl B il
| 5

" n
The Nation". B ™. ,7’,‘
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\at Ler father, side by side with David Lloyd Cieorge,
t:gwtagen twenty years ugo o far skronger line against the Bner
War. Buot they were pot sent to prison by the then (ic,\-qrn-
ment, which was wise in its generation. Is the present lrlﬁn;a
Minister likely to win this war by sending to prison 4n Lnglish
girl becaunse “she presumes fo challenge militarism wit mu;
asking the leave of his Cehsor? 1s he not rather in danger o
destroying that long fonght-for right of the English rrm‘e_tr.%
write and speak what they choose, or to be uha!‘gcd and tn(i:
by o jury of their fellow eountrymen if their writing or speak-
ing is alleged to be contrary to law? ‘The onlf- trial these
three Friends have had is o trial by one worthy Alderman with
an appeal to another worthy Alderman ; not very satisfactory,
when such a grave issue is ot stake, eveh though the Aldermen

had legal advisers.—Yours, &2, Ex-M.P.

THE FUNDS OF THE BRITISH WORKERS' LEAGUE.

Sir,—In this week’s issue you are good enough to deyote
some little attention to the British Workers' League, and in
tho course of the article to which I refer, you ask ecertain
questions and make certain assertions with regard to this
organization. Perhaps you will permit me briefly to comment
thercon. ; ;

You ask, * What is our financial basis?*' To that question
1 beg to state that every farthing of money we have is received
absolutely without any conditions whatever, on our published
progranmie, ond every receipt issued to subscribers is issued
with thai proviso.

Our funds are under the control of two trustees, quite
unconnected with party politics, men of irreproachable stand-
ing, one of whom has served Iis country gloriously in the war,
has been grievously wounded, and has been decorated by the
King. This gentfeman has long family associations with

Literalism. Our other trustee is an agricultural expert of
national repute. These facts were published in our official
organ, the ' British Citizen ” on March 16th.

From the beginning of our propaganda up to the present
moinent, we have not obtained @y farthing from any political
party, or wother orgamization. May I, in my turn, ingnire
respectfully, why you should make these innuendoes alone
against the British Workers' League? JThe writer of the article
in question might perhaps, with some use, pursue his inquirics
in other directions. For instance, he might get into touch with
Mr. George Lanshury and inquire of that eminent rebel and
Syndiealist, how he manages to conlinue th= publication of the
““Herald’* and to support the propaganda of fhe ‘‘Herald ™
League from the pennies and halfpence of his wild supporters.
The *‘ Herald ' is reputed to have a very large circulation, but
practically has no revenue from advertizements; unlike almost
any other paper in the kingdom, it continues to appear weelk:
by-week at the pre-war price of 1d., with paper five limes the
price before the war, and printing charges increased three or
four hundred per cent. How is it done? 7

Perhaps vour tearful eontributor will follow up my sugzes- .

tion and pursue his inquiries in this direction. Our chief sin
scems to that we ore prepared to learn the lessons of the
war and decline to bend the knee to the blessed gospel of
(‘obdepism,‘saﬂs phrase, for which heinous offence we are
apparently a ** counter-revolutionary body.” If to seek fo sub-

-stitute a system of national and imperial economy for the -

pre-war system of cosmopolitan economy is to be reactionary,
then indeed I must plead guilty. If to desire a reconciliation
between the administrators of industrial capital and the manual

_workers on the basis of a guarantee of high wages, is, in the

view of the Old Lilferals, contrary to‘the spirit of Liberalism,
then indeed we have departed far from the blessed teachings
of the leaders of Victorian economics, whose names the writer

_ of the article quotes with such unction.

I make mo complaint whatever, that you stand pre-
emicently for Individoalism, Cobdenism, TFree Trade, “and
Pacifism, as against our faith in the new Empire Democracy
based on national economics; but I hope I am not asking t00
much of you as an honorable opponent, with lofly ethical
ideals of internationalism, to fight * eclean,” and to refrain
from publishing totally haseless innuendoes against men and
women, every bif as good democrats as rourself, but wlo
visualize the coming democracy in very di%erent terms from
those expressed by the hourgeois Gradgrinds of Victorian
capitalism.—Yours, &ec.,

: Vicror Fisner, Hon. Sec.

[Mr. Fisher has not answered the esti v
Dot ans question whether t
funds of a body describing itself asia ** Workers’ Lpa.gu:q:’ a};'(ée
::; atl‘:{v dgﬁtee dcrn-eGd from sour®s which could: be described
e urgeois radgrinds of Georgi itali D
o g rgian capitalism.—EDp.,

RUSSIAN AND BRITISH DEMOCRACY.

SIR,—May we bring to your motic

SIR,—May w ice - that a numbe

Russians lw‘mg“m London have formed a Union g RI::,:”_;E

Commonwealth (** Narodopravsto "), with the object of

umhlng Russians who— Ige- ok
. Repudiate the so-called Bolshevi le

disintegrate the Russian state and f

mdegenfence of the people of Russia,
2. Advocate the summoning of a d i

Constituent Assembly as the only e R

£ ghole e the only expression of the free will of
. Conpsider the republican order to b

of the peaceful and free development of ;ugiienst:r;t s

as tending to
as endangering the

‘clodiest

‘Litavsk pence js the most «disdstrons expression.

i i e uni i llies can |
. Believe that onl in_elose union with the A

Rus:ial?;-f-ggnemle hier gt.nength and avert the menace of Ger-
man domination aggravated hy the whole foreign policy and
orientation of the present rulers of Russia, of which the Drest

g "

romote the

1 iof nims of the Union is to 1
One of the chiel au St

possrhle ya pprochement between the
Rudsian democracies.— Yours, &,

Clommitlee. :
Pror. S. P. TURIN (Chairman). :
J. V. BHKLOVEKY-DIONEO {Vice-Chairman).
Pror. S. [. GAVRILOFF.
A. M. KROUGLIAKOFF.
D. V. FIurz.
[. 1. ZooxpELEVITCH (Hon. Treasurer).
A. R. BagaTurrANz (Hon, Becretary).

Sordinin House, Kingsway, W.C. 2.

PROPAGANDA IN PICTURES. i

Str,—1t oceurred to me that amnong those sfhosg s{e:nhmen_t
your pper represents, some protest might be made against one
of the lntest small incitements to misery ‘and madness flung to

e hopeless public. ‘ '

v ’l‘ﬁe Lad[;es' Emergency Committee of - the' Navy League
lias exhibited, broadcast in some parts of London, a paper
appealing for funds to lielp British prisoners, and showing a
Grerman woman in nurse’'s uniform pouring water upon the
ground, before the eyes of helpless wounded merl. Fhe grace
and gesture of the woman depicted suggest truly enough the
mental condition in which sueh a deed must be done. It is
the grace of a moral maniac—a crenture in whom the propa-
ganda. of hate, together perhaps with personal loss and suffering,
fhas unseated reuson and conseience, and let loose forces of
inhuman malice such as sleep perhaps in all of us. The purpose
of the committee, whose merciful work everyone musi value, is
no doubt to exeite compassion for prisoners suffering among
callous foes, but it is grievous that in stimulating compassion
their poster should ab the same time tend so strongly to arouse
‘in the spectator the same passion of vindictive ferocity whose
existence among the enemy has cruelly affected our own men.

There has been kindness as well as inhumanity shown by
the enemy to our prisoners, and ferocious freatment of innocent
‘aliens among ourselves has not been unknown; but fhe un:
reflectiveness of the average man leads him readily, on
representation of some atrocity, to take it as typical of a whole
nation, and to make his enemy alone the representative of those
evil forces that universally beset the struggling spirit of man.
He who gazes absorbed upon evil thus projected is transformed
into its likeness, malice and hatred rising unreproved within his

{ own breast, It is for this reason that such pictures, influencing
! even ¢hildren whom one would wish to shield from:the worst

contagion of war, are so greatly to he regretted.—Yours, &ec.,
. ; M. BODEKIN. = -
50, Southwood Lane, Highgate.

THE LATE REV. DR. JOHN HUNTER.
Sir,—It is intended to produce a short biography of the
late Rev. Dr. John Hunter. I should be grateful if any who
possess letters from him or other relevant material would
allow me to see them. They would be carefully handled and
returned. :
I should also he glad if any who knew him :n Lis early diys
in Aberdeen or at college, or were acquainted wath his work in
York and Hull would write to me.—Yours, &c.,
2 L. S. HUNTER.
8, Prince Arthur Road, Hampstead, London, N.W. 3.

X THE. LEWIS SEYMOUR CASE.

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge your memorandum and cheque
for £159 bs., which THE NATION has collected to defray pc!art
of fthe expenses in the trial, Moore and Heinemann v. Lewis

Seymour. On Mr. Moore’s behalf and /
grateful thanks.—Yours, &e., g L o

: W. HEINEMANN.
20-21, Bedford Street, London, W.C. July 3rd, 1918.

. Poetrp.
I STOOD WITH THE DEAD.
I sToop with the Dead, so forsaken and still:
Agghen diawri wa..l grec}lv I stood with the Dead.
d my slow heart said, ““ You t kill ; b kill:
Soldier, soldier, morning isL 'rfeﬂdu.?’ S
On the shapes of the slain in their i
: heir exumpled dis
., Lstared for a while through the thinpcgld ;ﬁ?ce
% lad that I loved, thera is rain on your face,
nd your eyes are blurred and sick like the plain.”’
I stood with the Dead. . I
dead.

My heart and my head bea “of di
- My ) ) head beat a march of d e
Ar:fI}gust§ ulf’fﬂ_h_e wind came.dulled by tﬁg g:::]:i{’
all in! " T shouted : *“ Fall in for your pay "’

SIEGFRIED SASS0ON.

Bl

. . They were dead ; they were
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20-21, Bedford Street, LONAOR, ¥

Poetrp.
“ . I STOOD WITH THE DEAD.
I stoop with the Dead, so forsaken and still:
When dawn was grey I stood with the Dead. - _
And my slow heart said, ° You must kill ; you must kill:
Soldier, soldier, morning is red.”’ |
On the shapes of the slain in their crumpled disgrace
I stared for a while through the thin cold rain.
““ 0, lad that T loved, there is rain on your face,
And your eyes are blurred-and sick like the plain.”
I stood with the Dead. . . . They were dead ; they were
doad . el ~ e
~ My heart and my head beat a march of dismay; .
And gust.s of the wind came dulled by the guns—
““Fall in!’”’ I shouted; ‘“ Fall in for your pay !’
: ‘  SIEGFRIED SASSOON.
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