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These extracts are taken from the service record of Second Lieutenant Siegfried 

Sassoon who served in the British army during World War One. 

Siegfried Sassoon was a published poet when he joined the army in 1914. A 

respected officer, he was awarded the Military Cross in 1916 and served in France 

and Palestine. 

Sassoon was invalided out of the war on a number of occasions. During one of his 

recovery periods back at home, he made contact with a group of pacifists which 

fuelled his growing disillusionment with the war.  

In July 1917, Sassoon wrote a letter expressing his anti-war sentiments which was 

published in The Times and read in the House of Commons, a copy of which is 

included in this selection.  

This was a difficult event for military authorities - a respected, decorated, published 

Officer speaking out publicly against the war - a political nightmare. Sassoon was in 

danger of being court-martialed, but thanks to an appeal by his friend and fellow 

poet, Robert Graves, it was accepted that Sassoon’s outburst could be blamed on 

‘war neurosis’ and required treatment rather than punishment. He was transferred to 

Craiglockhart hospital in Edinburgh, where he met the poet Wilfred Owen and 

developed a close friendship. 

Both Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon are widely considered to have had 

relationships with men, although there is no evidence to suggest they were 

romantically involved with each other. Both Owen and Sassoon produced some of 

their most famous works while at Craiglockhart together before Owen was killed in 

action on 4 November 1918 while Sassoon was in England, permanently invalided 

out of service.  

One of Sassoon’s poems included in his service record is also selected here. 
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